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The issues surrounding civil disobedience have been discussed
since at least 399 BC and, in the wake of such recent events as
the protest at Tiananmen Square, are still of great relevance. By
presenting classic and current philosophical reﬂections on the issues, this book presents all the basic materials needed for a philosophical assessment of the nature and justiﬁcation of civil disobedience. The pieces included range from classic essays by leading
contemporary thinkers such as Rawls, Raz and Singer. Hugo
Adam Bedau's introduction sets out the issues and shows how
the various authors shed light on each aspect of them.
Solomon and Higgins's engaging text covers philosophy's central
ideas in an accessible, approachable manner. You'll explore timeless big questions about the self, God, justice, and other meaningful topics, gaining the context you need for an understanding of
the foundational issues, as well as the conﬁdence to establish
your own informed positions on these big questions. Available
with InfoTrac Student Collections http://gocengage.com/infotrac.

Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
The Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy series provides concise
books, written by major scholars and accessible to non-specialists, on important themes in ancient philosophy that remain of
philosophical interest today. In this volume Professor Wolfsdorf
undertakes the ﬁrst exploration of ancient Greek philosophical
conceptions of pleasure in relation to contemporary conceptions.
He provides broad coverage of the ancient material, from pre-Platonic to Old Stoic treatments; and, in the contemporary period,
from World War II to the present. Examination of the nature of
pleasure in ancient philosophy largely occurred within ethical contexts but in the contemporary period has, to a greater extent,
been pursued within philosophy of mind and psychology. This divergence reﬂects the dominant philosophical preoccupations of
the times. But Professor Wolfsdorf argues that the various treatments are complementary. Indeed, the Greeks' examinations of
pleasure were incisive and their debates vigorous, and their re-
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sults have enduring value for contemporary discussion.
THE Euthydemus, though apt to be regarded by us only as an
elaborate jest, has also a very serious purpose. It may fairly claim
to be the oldest treatise on logic; for that science originates in
the misunderstandings which necessarily accompany the ﬁrst
eﬀorts of speculation. Several of the fallacies which are satirized
in it reappear in the Sophistici Elenchi of Aristotle and are retained at the end of our manuals of logic. But if the order of history were followed, they should be placed not at the end but at the
beginning of them; for they belong to the age in which the human
mind was ﬁrst making the attempt to distinguish thought from
sense, and to separate the universal from the particular or individual. Aeterna Press
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A “brilliant [and] entrancing”
(The Guardian) journey into the hidden lives of fungi—the great
connectors of the living world—and their astonishing and intimate
roles in human life, with the power to heal our bodies, expand our
minds, and help us address our most urgent environmental
problems. “Grand and dizzying in how thoroughly it recalibrates
our understanding of the natural world.”—Ed Yong, author of I
Contain Multitudes ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—Time, BBC Science Focus, The Daily Mail, Geographical, The
Times, The Telegraph, New Statesman, London Evening Standard, Science Friday When we think of fungi, we likely think of
mushrooms. But mushrooms are only fruiting bodies, analogous
to apples on a tree. Most fungi live out of sight, yet make up a
massively diverse kingdom of organisms that supports and sustains nearly all living systems. Fungi provide a key to understand-
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ing the planet on which we live, and the ways we think, feel, and
behave. In Entangled Life, the brilliant young biologist Merlin Sheldrake shows us the world from a fungal point of view, providing
an exhilarating change of perspective. Sheldrake’s vivid exploration takes us from yeast to psychedelics, to the fungi that range
for miles underground and are the largest organisms on the planet, to those that link plants together in complex networks known
as the “Wood Wide Web,” to those that inﬁltrate and manipulate
insect bodies with devastating precision. Fungi throw our concepts of individuality and even intelligence into question. They
are metabolic masters, earth makers, and key players in most of
life’s processes. They can change our minds, heal our bodies, and
even help us remediate environmental disaster. By examining fungi on their own terms, Sheldrake reveals how these extraordinary
organisms—and our relationships with them—are changing our
understanding of how life works. Winner of the Wainwright Prize,
the Royal Society Science Book Prize, and the Guild of Food Writers Award • Shortlisted for the British Book Award • Longlisted for
the Rathbones Folio Prize
"This is unlike any recent work I know of. It oﬀers a challenging,
often refreshing, and what will certainly be a controversial assessment of classical Athenian democracy and its signiﬁcance to modern America. Samons is willing to tread where few other classicists are willing to go in print. He reminds readers that the Athenian democracy oﬀers just as many negative lessons as positive
ones, and topics like the popular vote, the dangers of state payments to individual citizens, the naturally acquisitive foreign policy of democratic governments, and the place of religion in democracy all come up for discussion and criticism. Samons has written
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an original and very provocative book."—James Sickinger, author
of Public Records and Archives in Classical Athens "Professor Samons' lively and challenging account of ancient Athens raises important questions about democracy, ancient and modern. It will
surely arouse keen interest and debate."—Donald Kagan, author
of The Peloponnesian War "In this elegantly written, carefully researched, and perceptive book, Samons presents a penetrating
analysis of ancient Athenian democracy's dark sides. His book is
as much about the errors and weaknesses of our own political system as it is about those of ancient Athens. Whether or not we
agree with his critique and conclusions, this book is not merely
thought-provoking: it is annoyingly discomforting, forcing us to
re-examine ﬁrm beliefs and to discard easy solutions."—Kurt A.
Raaﬂaub, author of Discovery of Freedom in Ancient Greece "In
this marvelously unfashionable book, Samons debunks much of
what passes in the current-day academy as scholarship on classical Athens, demonstrating that it is an ideologically-driven apology for a radically defective form of government. In the process,
he casts light on the perspicacity of America's founding fathers
and on the unthinking populism that threatens in our own day to
ruin their legacy."—Paul A. Rahe, author of Republics Ancient and
Modern: Classical Republicanism and the American Revolution
"We are in the greatest age of democracy since antiquity and in
the most need of guidance about the wisdom of government by
majority vote. Precisely for that reason Professor Samons oﬀers a
bold and unbridled look at the nature and history of democracies,
ancient and modern. He reminds us that we are capable of doing
as much evil as good when constitutional protections and republican oversight are not there to moderate the instant desires of the
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majority. This is an engaging, provocative, and timely study of ancient Athens and modern America that should serve as a cautionary reminder to both romantic scholars and zealous diplomats."—Victor Davis Hanson, author of The Other Greeks
This new edition of Anthology of Classical Myth oﬀers selections
from key Near Eastern texts—the Babylonian Epic of Gilgamesh,
Epic of Creation (Enuma Elish), and Atrahasis; the Hittite Song of
Emergence; and the ﬂood story from the book of Genesis—thereby enabling students to explore the many similarities between ancient Greek and Mesopotamian mythology and enhancing its reputation as the best and most complete collection of its kind.
The nineteen essays presented here aim to illuminate the ways
poetry and the poets are discussed by Plato throughout his writing career. As well as throwing new light on old topics, such as
mimesis and poetic inspiration, the volume introduces fresh approaches to Plato’s philosophy of poetry and literature.
The Poetics of Aristotle is the earliest surviving work of dramatic
theory and ﬁrst extant philosophical treatise to focus on literary
theory. In it, Aristotle oﬀers an account of what he calls "poetry".
In this reﬂections Aristotle includes verse drama – comedy,
tragedy, and the satyr play – as well as lyric poetry and epic poetry. The similarities and diﬀerences are being described in this
work.
Classical Philosophy is a comprehensive examination of early philosophy from the presocratics through to Aristotle. The aim of the
book is to provide an explanation and analysis of the ideas that
ﬂourished at this time and considers their relevance both to the
historical development of philosophy and to contemporary philo-
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sophy today. From these ideas we can see the roots of arguments
in metaphysics, epistemology, ethics and political philosophy.
The book is arranged in four parts by thinker and covers: The Presocratics Socrates Plato Aristotle Christopher Shields' style is inviting, refreshing and ideal for anyone coming to the subject for the
ﬁrst time. He provides a balanced account of the central topics
and ideas that emerged from the period and includes helpful further reading and chapter overviews.
This book attempts to bridge the gulf that still exists between 'literary' and 'philosophical' interpreters of Plato by looking at his
use of characterization. Characterization is intrinsic to dramatic
form and a concern with human character in an ethical sense pervades the dialogues on the discursive level. Form and content are
further reciprocally related through Plato's discursive preoccupation with literary characterization. Two opening chapters examine
the methodological issues involved in reading Plato 'as drama'
and a set of questions surrounding Greek 'character' words (especially ethos), including ancient Greek views about the inﬂuence of
dramatic character on an audience. The ﬁgure of Sokrates qua
Platonic 'hero' also receives preliminary discussion. The remaining chapters oﬀer close readings of select dialogues, chosen to
show the wide range of ways in which Plato uses his characters,
with special emphasis on the kaleidoscopic ﬁgure of Sokrates and
on Plato's own relationship to his 'dramatic' hero.
Ford (classics, Princeton U.) addresses the perennial questions of
what poetry is, how it came to be, and what it is for. Focusing on
the critical moment in Western literature when the heroic tales of
the Greek oral tradition began to be preserved in writing, he examines these questions in the light of Homeric poetry. Annotation
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Touch may well be one of the least understood or talked about
subjects in the helping professions. A discussion on the importance and ethics of positive, caring, and appropriate touch in professions such as teaching, nursing and counselling is long overdue. Touch in the Helping Professions delivers just that, weaving
together scholarly evidence, research and clinical practice from a
wide range of perspectives encompassing philosophy, theology,
psychology, and anthropology to challenge assumptions about
the role of touch in the helping professions. The contributors to
the volume focus not only on the overarching roles of gender,
age, culture and life experience, but go beyond to encompass canine-assisted therapy, touch deprivation, sacred objects, as well
as key ethical considerations. The prevailing lack of dialogue, due
to fear of contravening ethical boundaries, has stood in the way
of an open and responsible discussion on the use of touch in therapy. Touch in the Helping Professions is a welcome and much
needed contribution to the ﬁeld—a window onto a fundamental
need. This book is published in English. - Cet ouvrage oﬀre un
ensemble de données probantes et de résultats cliniques à l’appui du toucher dans le développement physique et émotionnel. Il
est structuré selon trois axes : la théorie sur le toucher; la pratique du toucher dans un contexte de thérapie, et les questions
éthiques. Il aborde la question du rôle du genre, de l’âge, de la
culture et de l’expérience de vie, des sujets comme la
zoothérapie, la privation sensorielle, des objets sacrés, et des considérations d’ordre éthique. Les approches variées – philosophie,
théologie, psychologie, anthropologie – remettent en question les
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présuppositions, oﬀrent un contexte historico-culturelprofessionnel, et font appel à des données primaires. Les collaborateurs soutiennent que le toucher sain et non sexuel n’est pas suﬃsamment enseigné dans le cadre de la formation professionnelle.
Cette absence de dialogue – engendrée par la crainte de dépasser des bornes éthiques, fait en sorte qu’une discussion ouverte et
responsable sur l’utilisation du toucher dans un cadre thérapeutique ne peut avoir lieu, alors même qu’elle contribuerait aux
balises théoriques de notre compréhension de cet enjeu fondamental. Ce livre est publié en anglais.
Brill’s Companion to the Classics, Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany
explores how political propaganda constantly manipulated and
reinvented the legacy of ancient Greece and Rome in order to create consensus and historical legitimation for the Fascist and National Socialist dictatorships.
Benjamin Jowett's translations of Plato have long been classics in
their own right. In this volume, Professor Hayden Pelliccia has revised Jowett's renderings of ﬁve key dialogues, giving us a modern Plato faithful to both Jowett's best features and Plato's own
masterly style. Gathered here are many of Plato's liveliest and
richest texts. Ion takes up the question of poetry and introduces
the Socratic method. Protagoras discusses poetic interpretation
and shows why cross-examination is the best way to get at the
truth. Phaedrus takes on the nature of rhetoric, psychology, and
love, as does the famous Symposium. Finally, Apology gives us
Socrates' art of persuasion put to the ultimate test--defending his
own life. Pelliccia's new Introduction to this volume clariﬁes its
contents and addresses the challenges of translating Plato freshly
and accurately. In its combination of accessibility and depth, Se-
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lected Dialogues of Plato is the ideal introduction to one of the
key thinkers of all time.
This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original.
Due to its age, it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and ﬂawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our
commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting the
world's literature in aﬀordable, high quality, modern editions that
are true to the original work.
Are human beings antithetical in nature? Is there a radical diﬀerence between pleasure, eﬃciency, and moral good, or is the
conﬂict only imaginary? These have traditionally been considered
the central questions of Plato's most vivid dialogue, the Protagoras. Many interpreters have seen this dialogue as a confrontation
between the moralist (Plato) and the relativist (Protagoras). This
dichotomy is manifest when Plato and Protagoras discuss theoretical questions concerning either knowledge of facts or knowledge
of values. Through a careful examination of the text, speciﬁcally
of practical questions about values, Oded Balaban breaks with tradition by concluding that Plato and Protagoras do not exemplify
characteristic moralism or relativism at all. He ﬁnds that the issue
at the crux of the discussion is instead that of the criterion for
knowledge and valuation; the Protagoras thus describes the
search for a standard by which anything may be known and valued. Balaban applies the fundamental question of standards to
that of the entire ﬁeld of rhetoric: Should a discourse be short or
long, simple or complex? What is the standard for conducting literary criticism? The author's revolutionary approach to the Prota-

5

6

goras also involves a study of the myth of Protagoras and situates the dialogue within its framework.
Facing each of the 44 pages of John Burnet's Greek edition of Plato's Republic I (originally published by Oxford University Press in
1903) is a single page of corresponding vocabulary and intermediate level grammatical commentary. Once readers have memorized the core vocabulary list, they will be able to read the classical Greek and consult all relevant vocabulary and commentary
without turning the page.
Many literary critics seem to think that an hypothesis about obscure and remote questions of history can be refuted by a simple
demand for the production of more evidence than in fact exists.
The demand is as easy to make as it is impossible to satisfy. But
the true test of an hypothesis, if it cannot be shown to con?ict
with known truths, is the number of facts that it correlates and explains. Francis M. Cornford [1914] 1934, 220. It was in the autumn of 1997 that the research project leading to this publication
began. One of us [GH], while a visiting fellow at the Center for Philosophy of Science (University of Pittsburgh), gave a talk entitled,
“Proportions and Identity: The Aesthetic Aspect of Symmetry”.
The presentation focused on a confusion s- rounding the concept
of symmetry: it exhibits unity, yet it is often claimed to reveal a
form of beauty, namely, harmony, which requires a variety of elements. In the audience was the co-author of this book [BRG] who
responded with enthusiasm, seeking to extend the discussion of
this issue to historical sources in earlier periods. A preliminary
search of the literature persuaded us that the history of symmetry was rich in possibilities for new insights into the making of concepts. John Roche’s brief essay (1987), in which he sketched the
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broad outlines of the history of this concept, was particularly helpful, and led us to conclude that the subject was worthy of monographic treatment.
The signiﬁcance of Plato’s literary style to the content of his ideas
is perhaps one of the central problems in the study of Plato and
Ancient Philosophy as a whole. As Samuel Scolnicov points out in
this collection, many other philosophers have employed literary
techniques to express their ideas, just as many literary authors
have exempliﬁed philosophical ideas in their narratives, but for
no other philosopher does the mode of expression play such a vital role in their thought as it does for Plato. And yet, even after
two thousand years there is still no consensus about why Plato expresses his ideas in this distinctive style. Selected from the ﬁrst
Latin American Area meeting of the International Plato Society
(www.platosociety.org) in Brazil in 2012, the following collection
of essays presents some of the most recent scholarship from
around the world on the wide range of issues related to Plato’s
dialogue form. The essays can be divided into three categories.
The ﬁrst addresses general questions concerning Plato’s literary
style. The second concerns the relation of his style to other genres and traditions in Ancient Greece. And the third examines Plato’s characters and his purpose in using them.
The Trial and Death of Socrates includes the four Platonic dialogues Euthyphro, Apology, Crito and Phaedo.
Moral Motivation presents a history of the concept of moral motivation. The book consists of ten chapters by eminent scholars in
the history of philosophy, covering Plato, Aristotle, later Peripatetic philosophy, medieval philosophy, Spinoza, Locke, Hume, Kant,
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Fichte and Hegel, and the consequentialist tradition. In addition,
four interdisciplinary "Reﬂections" discuss how the topic of moral
motivation arises in epic poetry, Cicero, early opera, and Theodore Dreiser. Most contemporary philosophical discussions of moral motivation focus on whether and how moral beliefs by themselves motivate an agent (at least to some degree) to act. In
much of the history of the concept, especially before Hume, the
focus is rather on how to motivate people to act morally as well
as on what sort of motivation a person must act from (or what
end an agents acts for) in order to be a genuinely ethical person
or even to have done a genuinely ethical action. The book shows
the complexity of the historical treatment of moral motivation
and, moreover, how intertwined moral motivation is with central
aspects of ethical theory.
In this sequel to The History of Sexuality, Volume I: An Introduction, the brilliantly original French thinker who died in 1984 gives
an analysis of how the ancient Greeks perceived sexuality.
Throughout The Use of Pleasure Foucault analyzes an irresistible
array of ancient Greek texts on eroticism as he tries to answer basic questions: How in the West did sexual experience become a
moral issue? And why were other appetites of the body, such as
hunger, and collective concerns, such as civic duty, not subjected
to the numberless rules and regulations and judgments that have
deﬁned, if not conﬁned, sexual behavior?
Hellenistic philosophy concerns the thought of the Epicureans,
Stoics, and Skeptics, the most inﬂuential philosophical groups in
the era between the death of Alexander the Great (323 BCE) and
the defeat of the last Greek stronghold in the ancient world (31
BCE). The Routledge Handbook of Hellenistic Philosophy provides
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accessible yet rigorous introductions to the theories of knowledge, ethics, and physics belonging to each of the three schools,
explores the fascinating ways in which interschool rivalries
shaped the philosophies of the era, and oﬀers unique insight into
the relevance of Hellenistic views to issues today, such as environmental ethics, consumerism, and bioethics. Eleven countries
are represented among the Handbook’s 35 authors, whose
chapters were written speciﬁcally for this volume and are organized thematically into six sections: The people, history, and
methods of Epicureanism, Stoicism, and Skepticism. Earlier philosophical inﬂuences on Hellenistic thought, such as Aristotle,
Socrates, and Presocratics. The soul, perception, and knowledge.
God, fate, and the primary principles of nature and the universe.
Ethics, political theory, society, and community. Hellenistic philosophy’s relevance to contemporary life. Spanning from the ancient past to the present, this Handbook aims to show that Hellenistic philosophy has much to oﬀer all thinking people of the
twenty-ﬁrst century.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may
freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe,
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public.
To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
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original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface.
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge
alive and relevant.
It is an excellent book – highly intelligent, interesting and original.
Expressing high philosophy in a readable form without trivialising
it is a very diﬃcult task and McAleer manages the task admirably.
Plato is, yet again, intensely topical in the chaotic and confused
world in which we are now living. Philip Allott, Professor Emeritus
of International Public Law at Cambridge University This book is a
lucid and accessible companion to Plato’s Republic, throwing light
upon the text’s arguments and main themes, placing them in the
wider context of the text’s structure. In its illumination of the
philosophical ideas underpinning the work, it provides readers
with an understanding and appreciation of the complexity and literary artistry of Plato’s Republic. McAleer not only unpacks the
key overarching questions of the text – What is justice? And Is a
just life happier than an unjust life? – but also highlights some fascinating, overlooked passages which contribute to our understanding of Plato’s philosophical thought. Plato’s 'Republic': An Introduction oﬀers a rigorous and thought-provoking analysis of the
text, helping readers navigate one of the world’s most inﬂuential
works of philosophy and political theory. With its approachable
tone and clear presentation, it constitutes a welcome contribution
to the ﬁeld, and will be an indispensable resource for philosophy
students and teachers, as well as general readers new to, or returning to, the text.
Current understandings of the sublime are focused by a single
word ('sublimity') and by a single author ('Longinus'). The sublime
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is not a word: it is a concept and an experience, or rather a whole
range of ideas, meanings and experiences that are embedded in
conceptual and experiential patterns. Once we train our sights on
these patterns a radically diﬀerent prospect on the sublime in antiquity comes to light, one that touches everything from its range
of expressions to its dates of emergence, evolution, role in the
cultures of antiquity as a whole, and later reception. This book is
the ﬁrst to outline an alternative account of the sublime in Greek
and Roman poetry, philosophy, and the sciences, in addition to
rhetoric and literary criticism. It oﬀers new readings of Longinus
without privileging him, but instead situates him within a much
larger context of reﬂection on the sublime in antiquity.
Despite his ceaseless eﬀorts to purge his fellow citizens of their
unfounded opinions and to bring them to care for what he believes to be the most important things, Plato's Socrates rarely succeeds in his pedagogical project with the characters he encounters. This is in striking contrast to the historical Socrates, who
spawned the careers of Plato, Xenophon, and other authors of Socratic dialogues. Through an examination of Socratic pedagogy
under its most propitious conditions, focusing on a narrow class
of dialogues featuring Lysis and Alcibiades, this book answers the
question: "why does Plato portray his divinely appointed gadﬂy as
such a dramatic failure?"
It is often said that the poet Homer "educated" ancient Greece.
Joseph J. Foy and Timothy M. Dale have assembled a team of
notable scholars who argue, quite persuasively, that Homer Simpson and his ilk are educating America and oﬀering insights into
the social order and the human condition. Following Homer Simp-
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son Goes to Washington (winner of the John G. Cawelti Award for
Best Textbook or Primer on American and Popular Culture) and
Homer Simpson Marches on Washington, this exceptional volume
reveals how books like J. R. R. Tolkien's The Hobbit and J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter, movies like Avatar and Star Wars, and television shows like The Oﬃce and Fireﬂy deﬁne Americans' perceptions of society. The authors expand the discussion to explore the
ways in which political theories play out in popular culture. Homer
Simpson Ponders Politics includes a foreword by fantasy author
Margaret Weis (coauthor/creator of the Dragonlance novels and
game world) and is divided according to eras and themes in political thought: The ﬁrst section explores civic virtue, applying the
work of Plato and Aristotle to modern media. Part 2 draws on the
philosophy of Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and Smith as a framework for understanding the role of the state. Part 3 explores the
work of theorists such as Kant and Marx, and the ﬁnal section investigates the ways in which movies and newer forms of electronic media either support or challenge the underlying assumptions
of the democratic order. The result is an engaging read for undergraduate students as well as anyone interested in popular culture.
Parmenides of Elea is generally considered the most profound
and challenging of the Presocratic philosophers. John Palmer develops and defends a fundamentally original interpretation of Parmenides and his place in early Greek thought. An appendix presents a Greek text of the fragments of Parmenides' poem with English translation and textual notes.
Since the appearance of Plato's Dialogues, philosophers have
been preoccupied with the identity of Socrates and have main-
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tained that successful interpretation of the work hinges upon a
clear understanding of what thoughts and ideas can be attributed
to him. In Descent of Socrates, Peter Warnek oﬀers a new interpretation of Plato by considering the appearance of Socrates
within Plato's work as a philosophical question. Warnek reads the
Dialogues as an inquiry into the nature of Socrates and in doing
so opens up the relationship between humankind and the natural
world. Here, Socrates appears as a demonic and tragic ﬁgure
whose obsession with the task of self-knowledge transforms the
history of philosophy. In this uncompromising work, Warnek reveals the importance of the concept of nature in the Platonic Dialogues in light of Socratic practice and the Ancient ideas that inspire contemporary philosophy.
Scholars of Plato are divided between those who emphasize the
literature of the dialogues and those who emphasize the argument of the dialogues, and between those who see a development in the thought of the dialogues and those who do not. In
this important book Russell Dancy focuses on the arguments and
defends a developmental picture. He explains the Theory of
Forms of the Phaedo and Symposium as an outgrowth of the
quest for deﬁnitions canvassed in the Socratic dialogues, by constructing a Theory of Deﬁnition for the Socratic dialogues based
on the refutations of deﬁnitions in those dialogues, and showing
how that theory is mirrored in the Theory of Forms. His discussion, notable for both its clarity and its meticulous scholarship,
ranges in detail over a number of Plato's early and middle dialogues, and will be of interest to readers in Plato studies and in ancient philosophy more generally.
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This book contains a collection of twenty-one essays in honour of
Professor Franco Montanari by eminent specialists on Homer, ancient Homeric scholarship, and the reception of the Homeric Epics
in both ancient and modern times. It covers a wide range of important subjects, including neoanalysis and oral poetry, the
Doloneia, the Homeric scholia, the theoretical premises of
Aristarchean scholarship, and Homer in Sappho, Pindar, Comedy,
Plato, and Hellenistic Poetry. As a whole, the contributions demonstrate the vitality of modern scholarship on Homeric poetry.
An Innovating approach to Plato’s philosophy Through a careful
survey of several signiﬁcant Platonic texts, mainly focussing on
the nature of knowledge, Essays on Plato’s Epistemology oﬀers
the reader a fresh and promising approach to Plato’s philosophy
as a whole. From the very earliest reception of Plato’s philosophy,
there has been a conﬂict between a dogmatic and a sceptical interpretation of his work and thought. Moreover, the two sides are
often associated, respectively, with a metaphysical and an anti-metaphysical approach. This book, continuing a line of thought
that is nowadays strongly present in the secondary literature –
and also followed by the author in over thirty years of research –,
maintains that a third way of thinking is required. Against the
widespread view that an anti-dogmatic philosophy must go together with an anti-metaphysical stance, Trabattoni shows that
for Plato, on the contrary, a sober and reasonable assessment of
both the powers and limits of human reason relies on a proper
metaphysical outlook.
Alphabetically arranged and followed by an index of terms at the
end, this handy reference of literary terms is bound to be of in-
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valuable assistance to any student of English literature.
Plato's Thought oﬀers an excellent introduction to Plato, guiding
the reader through Plato's Theory of Forms, and examining his
views on art, education and statecraft. This edition includes an introduction, bibliographic essay, and bibliography by Donald Zeyl.
This book argues that, rather than being conceived merely as a
hindrance, the body contributes constructively in the fashioning
of a Platonic uniﬁed self. The Phaedo shows awareness that the indeterminacy inherent in the body infects the validity of any scientiﬁc argument but also provides the subject of inquiry with the
ability to actualize, to the extent possible, the ideal self. The Republic locates bodily desires and needs in the tripartite soul.
Achievement of maximal unity is dependent upon successful training of the rational part of the soul, but the earlier curriculum of
Books 2 and 3, which aims at instilling a pre-reﬂectively virtuous
disposition in the lower parts of the soul, is a prerequisite for the
advanced studies of Republic 7. In the Timaeus, the world soul is
fashioned out of Being, Sameness, and Diﬀerence: an examination of the Sophist and the Parmenides reveals that Diﬀerence is
to be identiﬁed with the Timaeus’ Receptacle, the third ontological principle which emerges as the quasi-material component
that provides each individual soul with the alloplastic capacity for
psychological growth and alteration.
In The Gospel of Thomas and Plato, Ivan Miroshnikov oﬀers the
ﬁrst systematic discussion of the Platonist impact on the Gospel
of Thomas, arguing that Platonism is indispensable to making
sense of those sayings that have long remained exegetical
cruces.
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